Human herpesvirus-8-associated lymphoma of the bowel in human immunodeficiency virus-positive patients without history of primary effusion lymphoma.
This report describes two cases of human herpesvirus-8 (HHV-8)-associated large cell lymphoma of the bowel in human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)-positive men. Immunohistochemistry provides evidence of HHV-8 infection of the lymphoma cells (LNA1+, vIL-6+). In both cases, lymphoma cells were coinfected by the Epstein-Barr virus. One case was of B-cell lineage, but the second one was of null phenotype with isolated expression of the CD3 molecule. However, in the latter case, assessment of B- or T-cell clonality remained elusive. The chief finding for these two cases was the lack of history of primary effusion lymphoma. There was an apparent restriction of the tumor to the large bowel in the first case. For the second case, the bowel tumor was preceded by lymph node and liver involvement. The cases suggest that the incidence of HHV-8 infection in large cell lymphoma arising in the setting of HIV infection (other than primary effusion lymphoma) may be underestimated and that the detection of the viral gene products would be appropriate for greater understanding of the pathogenesis of these tumors. HUM PATHOL 33:846-849.